
0604 (one of two) 

I know the Lord has laid his hands on me 
CHRISM MASS AND RENEWAL OF ORDINATION VOWS 

Priests and deacons of the diocese 
reaffirmed their ordination vows 
during the liturgy, renewing their 
commitment to service and re-
ceiving the prayers and support of 
the people of God. Each clergy 
person was asked: “Do you here, 
in the presence of Christ and his 
Church, renew your commitment 
to your ministry under the pasto-
ral direction of your bishop, reaf-
firm your promise to give your-
self to prayer and study, reaffirm 
your promise so to minister the 
Word of God and the Sacraments 
of the New Covenant that the rec-
onciling love of Christ may be 
known and received, reaffirm 
your promise to be a faithful ser-
vant of all those committed to 
your care, patterning your life in 
accordance with the teachings of 
Christ so that you may be a whole-
some example to his people?” 

At this year’s Chrism Mass of the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
April 6 at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bishop 
Franklin Turner, retired suffragan bishop of the Diocese 
of Pennsylvania, presided at the request of Bishop 
Paul who was on sabbatical. He preached and 
blessed the oils to be used in local congregations for 
baptism, confirmation and anointing of the sick. 

Bishop Franklin Turner 



CHRISM MASS AND RENEWAL OF ORDINATION VOWS 

From the sermon of Bishop Franklin Turner 

I would hope that all of you here to-
day are prepared to say in the words 
of the prophet, “Speak, Lord, for 
your servant hearest.” I cannot help 
but reflect on my own calling on 
such an occasion as this, and my or-
dination to the priesthood more than 
forty years go. The words of that old 
Negro spiritual come to mind: I 
know the Lord has laid his hands 
on me … wasn’t that a mighty day 
… when Jesus washed my sins away. 
Did e’er you see the light before? 
King Jesus, preaching to the poor 
... 
As I thought about what I might say 
to you today that might be encourag-
ing, instructive and helpful, the words 
of St. Paul to Timothy came to mind. 
He declared” “For this gospel I was 
appointed a preacher, an apostle, and 
a teacher; therefore I suffer as I do. 
But I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed and I am sure 
that he is able to guard until that day 
what has been entrusted to me …” 
(1Tim 1:11-14) ... 
Hold on to what God has entrusted 

to you, and most of all hold to God’s 
unchanging hand, and let go of all 
the other stuff which can get in your 
way. Yes, you may suffer for what 
you believe, the Gospel you preach, 
but remember that you are on a mis-
sion for God and you don’t need too 
be ashamed or apologetic for it, for 
you know in whom you believe and 
serve ... 
Kermit the Frog says it’s not easy 
being green. And it’s not easy being 
a priest. It’s hazardous and difficult 
duty, a mission impossible. But with 
God, all things are possible ... 
Know yourself. God could not use 
Moses and Paul until they knew 
who they were. God can’t use you 
until you know yourself. Know 
who you are and whose you are. 
Know that the Lord has laid his 
hands on you ... 
Know God. There is no substitute 
for knowing God personally, to be 
able to sing, “He walks with me 
and he talks with me, and he tells 
me I am his own.” If you don’t 

know God, what God did for you 
in Jesus Christ, you can’t introduce 
God to others. ... 
Know God’s people. Visit in their 
homes, on their jobs, sharing in 
their lives, at birth and baptism, at 
the death of a loved one, in coun-
seling and pastoral care, in wor-
ship and celebrating life. Be there 
with those who are suffering for 
whatever reason. Get to know the 
outcast, the lonely and those whom 
society has discounted or dis-
carded, people whom society has 
thrown away, people who don’t fit 
anywhere. This is tough duty, of-
ten dangerous and often thankless. 
But these are the ones for whom 
Christ died and for whom we are 
called to minister to and share the 
love of God. God has entrusted 
this ministry to us ... into your 
hands and mine. 
Say with me: I know the Lord has 
laid his hand on me. I know that 
God has entrusted this ministry to 
me. I know the Lord has laid his 
hands on me. 
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